
In situ hybridization
See Supplementary Fig. 2.

Alkaline phosphatase staining
Endogenous alkaline phosphatase activity in 48–72 h.p.f. wholemount zebrafish embryos
was detected as described previously17.

Deconvolution microscopy
Embryos were fixed overnight at 4 8C in 4% PFA, cryoprotected in 20% sucrose and PBS,
snap frozen in 7.5% gelatin and 15% sucrose, and sectioned. Slides were air dried,
permeabilized in 1 £ PBS, 0.1% Triton X-100 and 1% DMSO, blocked for 20 min in the
above solution plus 1% BSA, stained with 66 nM ALEXA Fluor594-phalloidin (Molecular
Probes) for 20 min, washed, mounted with Vectashield DAPI (Vector labs), and analysed
using a Deltavision Deconvolution Microscope with a £ 60 oil objective.

Immunofluorescent staining
Armenian hamsters were immunized with recombinant murine EGFL7 protein expressed
in Escherichia coli. Monoclonal antibodies were generated by hybridoma fusion and
subcloning. Two monoclonal antibodies, 1C8 and 5H7, that recognize different epitopes
were used for immunofluorescent staining. Mouse tissues were snap frozen and
cryosectioned. Fixed cells or 5 mm unfixed tissue sections were stained as described27.
Antibodies used in this study were: anti-ZO-1 monoclonal antibody (catalogue no.
33-9100, Zymed Inc.), anti-GFP (catalogue no. TP401, Torrey Pines Biolabs) and anti-
vinculin monoclonal antibody (Sigma).

Cell-adhesion assay
Plates were coated with 5 mg cm22 protein (BSA (Sigma), collagen (Upstate), fibronectin
(Sigma) and recombinant human EGFL7 produced in E. coli at Genentech). After PBS
rinses, HUVECs (Cambrex) were plated at a density of 5 £ 105 cm22 in EGM2 medium
(Cambrex) and centrifuged for 5 min at 140g to synchronize cell attachment, and then
incubated. To analyse specificity, plates were pre-incubated with the indicated
concentrations of antibody before HUVEC plating. Monoclonal anti-human EGFL7
antibody 1B12 was generated at Genentech using the recombinant human EGFL7 protein
as immunogen. To determine adhesion strength, inverted plates were centrifuged at 46g,
183g or 411g after 60 min of incubation. The number of adherent cells was quantified using
a fluorescence-based assay (CyQUANT, Molecular Probes) and readouts were taken using
a fluorescence plate reader (Spectramax, Molecular Devices).

Accession numbers
GenBank accession numbers for Egfl7 are as follows: NM_016215 (Homo sapiens Egfl7/VE-
statin), NM_178444 (Mus musculus Egfl7), AF184973 (M. musculus Notch4-like),
P_AAZ37135 (M. musculus TANGO125), BC044267 (Xenopus laevis NEU1) and
AY542170 (D. rerio Egfl7). Egfl8 accession numbers are: NM_030652 (H. sapiens) and
NM_152922 (M. musculus).
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Costimulatory signals are required for activation of immune
cells1, but it is not known whether they contribute to other
biological systems. The development and homeostasis of the
skeletal system depend on the balance between bone formation
and resorption2,3. Receptor activator of NF-kB ligand (RANKL)
regulates the differentiation of bone-resorbing cells, osteoclasts,
in the presence of macrophage-colony stimulating factor
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(M-CSF)4,5. But it remains unclear how RANKL activates the
calcium signals that lead to induction of nuclear factor of
activated T cells c1, a key transcription factor for osteoclastogen-
esis6. Here we show that mice lacking immunoreceptor tyrosine-
based activation motif (ITAM)7-harbouring adaptors8–10, Fc
receptor common g subunit (FcRg) and DNAX-activating pro-
tein (DAP)12, exhibit severe osteopetrosis owing to impaired
osteoclast differentiation. In osteoclast precursor cells, FcRg
and DAP12 associate with multiple immunoreceptors11–15 and
activate calcium signalling through phospholipase Cg. Thus,
ITAM-dependent costimulatory signals activated by multiple
immunoreceptors are essential for the maintenance of bone
homeostasis. These results reveal that RANKL and M-CSF
are not sufficient to activate the signals required for
osteoclastogenesis.

Osteoclast differentiation induced by RANKL and M-CSF is
severely blocked in the bone marrow monocyte/macrophage lineage
cells (BMMs) derived from mice lacking DAP12 (ref. 16), also
known as KARAP or TYROBP9,10. DAP12 is a membrane adaptor
molecule that contains an ITAM motif, which activates calcium
signalling in immune cells. Despite this in vitro blockage, DAP12-
deficient (DAP122/2) mice exhibit only mild osteopetrosis and
contain a normal number of osteoclasts. This suggests that the
DAP12-mediated signal plays a crucial role in the RANKL/M-CSF-
induced osteoclast formation system but that another molecule(s)
can rescue the DAP12 deficiency in vivo16.

To investigate the molecular basis of this discrepancy, we stimu-
lated BMMs with RANKL and M-CSF after strictly depleting the
stromal/osteoblastic cells17. In this osteoblast-free system, osteoclast
differentiation is completely abrogated in DAP122/2 BMMs
(Fig. 1a); we observed no formation of multinucleated cells
(MNCs) positive for the marker enzyme of osteoclasts, tartrate-
resistant acid phosphatase (TRAP). This differentiation block is
efficiently rescued by retroviral expression of DAP12, but not by
DAP12Y65F, a DAP12 mutant that does not transmit the ITAM
signal18 (Fig. 1b), indicating that the DAP12-mediated ITAM signal
is required for osteoclastogenesis in this system. Interestingly,
DAP122/2 BMMs undergo osteoclast differentiation in co-culture
with osteoblasts19 (Fig. 1c), showing that osteoblasts can stimulate
the signal that compensates for the loss of the DAP12-mediated
ITAM signal. This compensatory mechanism may explain the
normal osteoclast differentiation in DAP122/2 mice in vivo (see
Supplementary Fig. 1a, b).

The osteoclast-associated receptor (OSCAR) is an activating-type
immunoglobulin-like receptor induced in RANKL-stimulated
BMMs11. Expression of a putative OSCAR ligand in osteoblasts11

led us to investigate OSCAR as a candidate receptor that compen-
sates for the loss of DAP12-mediated signalling. To explore the
adaptor molecules with which OSCAR associates, we constructed a
chimaeric receptor composed of the extracellular portion of type
IIB FcR for IgG (FcgRIIB) and the transmembrane and cyto-
plasmic portion of OSCAR (RIIB–OSCAR). Flow-cytometric
analysis revealed that RIIB–OSCAR expression was significantly
enhanced only when it was cotransfected with FcRg (Fig. 1d).
Thus, RIIB–OSCAR preferentially associates with FcRg, another
adaptor protein containing an ITAM motif, but not with DAP12
or DAP10. Immunoprecipitation analysis also verified the exclu-
sive association of RIIB–OSCAR with FcRg (Supplementary
Fig. 1c).

The results prompted us to investigate the bone phenotype of
mice deficient in FcRg (FcRg2/2 mice)20, but there was no signifi-
cant difference in the osteoclast number and the trabecular bone
volume between wild-type and FcRg2/2 mice (Fig. 1e and Sup-
plementary Fig. 1d). In addition, there was little, if any, difference
between wild-type and FcRg2/2 mice in the differentiation of
osteoclasts in the RANKL/M-CSF system (Supplementary Fig. 1e)
and the co-culture system (data not shown). Although OSCAR–Fc,

Figure 1 Impaired osteoclastogenesis in the absence of DAP12 and the compensatory

mechanism by osteoblasts. a, Complete lack of osteoclastogenesis in DAP12 2/2 BMMs

stimulated with RANKL/M-CSF. b, Rescue of osteoclastogenesis by retrovirus-mediated

expression of DAP12, but not DAP12Y65F, in DAP12 2/2 BMMs. These multinucleated

cells have a bone-resorbing activity (not shown). c, Osteoclast formation from DAP12 2/2

BMMs in co-culture with osteoblasts. Bone-resorbing activity was examined on dentine

slices (not shown). d, Flow-cytometric analysis of cell-surface expression of FcgRIIB after

overexpression of the chimaeric receptor of RIIB–OSCAR or FcgRIIB (left). Weak

expression of FcgRIIB is detected by transfection of RIIB–OSCAR alone (pink line, left and

right panels), but cotransfection with FcRg exclusively increased this expression (violet

line, right). e, Histology of tibia (upper, toluidine blue staining) and microradiographic

analysis of femur (lower, microcomputed tomography, left; microradiograph, right) of

FcRg 2/2 mice. There was no significant abnormality.
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a fusion protein of OSCAR ectodomain and Fc portion of IgG,
suppresses osteoclastogenesis in vitro11, our results suggest that
FcRg-mediated signals can be compensated for by other signals
in vivo.

Considering the possibility that DAP12 and FcRg functionally
compensate for each other21, we generated mice lacking both
molecules (DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice). These mice exhibit severe
osteopetrosis, with bone marrow filled with unresorbed bone
(Fig. 2a). DAP122/2 mice show mild osteopetrosis due to impaired
osteoclast activity16, but the osteopetrosis in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2

mice is much more severe, as seen in microradiographs (Fig. 2a) and
trabecular bone volume (Fig. 2b). Importantly, we observed few
osteoclasts in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice, indicating that the osteo-
petrosis is caused by defective differentiation rather than by defec-
tive activity of osteoclasts (Fig. 2c, e). Bone-morphometric analysis
revealed that osteoblastic bone formation also decreases (Fig. 2d
and Supplementary Fig. 2a). Thus, the ITAM-harbouring adaptors
FcRg and DAP12 are essential for osteoclast differentiation in vivo.
Despite the severe osteopetrosis in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice, these
mice have no defect in tooth eruption (data not shown). In
addition, we observed a very small number of TRAPþ MNCs in
limited areas just below the epiphyseal plate (Fig. 2e and Sup-
plementary Fig. 2b), suggesting that another adaptor molecule(s)
may compensate for the function under specific conditions. In the
culture system, DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 osteoclast precursor cells
cannot undergo osteoclast differentiation in response to RANKL
and M-CSF (Fig. 3a). Retroviral transfer of DAP12, but not
DAP12Y65F or FcRg, into DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells efficiently
rescued osteoclast differentiation induced by RANKL and M-CSF.
In addition, DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 precursor cells barely differentiate
into osteoclasts even when co-cultured with osteoblasts (Fig. 3b).
In the co-culture system, retroviral transfer of FcRg, but not ITAM-
deficient FcRgY65F, also rescued osteoclast differentiation, albeit
partially. These results suggest that the ITAM signal mediated
through FcRg and DAP12 is indispensable for RANKL-induced
osteoclastogenesis and that each adaptor-mediated signal is differ-
entially regulated.

FcRg or DAP12 associates with several specific immunoreceptors
for cell activation in myeloid lineage cells13,21,22. To identify receptors
that associate with FcRg and DAP12 in osteoclast lineage cells, we
screened the expression profiles of messenger RNAs for known
candidate receptors using GeneChip analysis. We found that a series
of receptors and ITAM-associated molecules, as well as FcRg and
DAP12, are expressed in the osteoclast lineage (Supplementary
Fig. 3a). These putative FcRg- and DAP12-associating receptors11–

15 were detected on the surface of the osteoclast lineage using
cell-surface labelling with biotin (Supplementary Fig. 3b, c).
Among these, immunoprecipitation experiments confirmed
that paired immunoglobulin-like receptor (PIR)-A, FcgRIII
and OSCAR each pair with FcRg and that triggering receptor
expressed by myeloid cells (TREM)-2 and signal-regulatory protein
(SIRP)b1, but not NKG2D, pair with DAP12 in the osteoclast
lineage (Fig. 3c).

To test whether these receptor-mediated signals promote osteo-
clast differentiation by associating with FcRg or DAP12, we
stimulated BMMs with plate-bound monoclonal antibodies against
OSCAR, PIR, TREM-2 and SIRPb1. Triggering of either receptor by
crosslinking with an antibody accelerated RANKL-induced osteo-
clast differentiation, indicating that these receptors activate osteo-
clastogenesis, although the stimulatory effect is more obvious at a
low concentration of RANKL (Fig. 3d and Supplementary Fig. 3d).
In the absence of RANKL, the stimulation of these receptors alone
could not induce osteoclast differentiation (data not shown),
suggesting that these receptor-mediated signals act cooperatively
with RANKL but cannot substitute for the signal.

A stimulating effect by anti-OSCAR and anti-PIR antibodies was
not observed in FcRg2/2 BMMs, whereas anti-TREM-2 and anti-

Figure 2 Severe osteopetrosis in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 (DKO) mice due to impaired

osteoclast differentiation. a, Histology of tibia and microradiographic analysis of femur of

DAP12 2/2 and DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 mice (12 weeks of age). Bone-marrow cavity is

absent in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 mice. Higher radiopacity shows that DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/

2 mice have a much more severe osteopetrotic phenotype than DAP12 2/2 mice.

b, Increased trabecular bone volume in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 mice. c, The number of

osteoclasts is not altered in DAP12 2/2 mice, but is markedly decreased in DAP12 2/2

FcRg 2/2 mice. d, Osteoblastic parameters in the bone-morphometric analysis of the

tibia of wild-type and DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 mice (12 weeks of age). e, Histology of the

tibia of DAP12 2/2 and DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 mice (TRAP and toluidine blue staining).

Bone-marrow cavity is filled with unresorbed bone in the diaphysis of DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/

2 mice. No osteoclasts are observed in the diaphysis of DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 mice,

whereas the osteoclast number is normal in DAP12 2/2 mice. Typical sites of cartilage

remnant are indicated by asterisks. In the metaphyseal area, a small number of

osteoclasts are observed below epiphyseal plates in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 mice

(arrowheads).
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SIRPb1 antibodies stimulated FcRg2/2 BMMs, the same as they did
with wild-type cells (Fig. 3e). This indicates that FcRg is required for
the stimulatory function of OSCAR and PIR-A. Consistent with the
observation that osteoblasts rescue DAP12 deficiency through
FcRg-associated receptors, anti-OSCAR and anti-PIR antibodies
could rescue the osteoclastogenesis from DAP122/2 BMMs but not
from DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells (Fig. 3f). Stimulation of DAP12-
associating receptors such as TREM-2 and SIRPb1 did not rescue
DAP122/2 BMMs. This indicates that DAP12 is required for the
stimulatory effect through TREM-2 and SIRPb1 (Fig. 3f).

How does the ITAM signal contribute to RANKL-induced
signalling events? To address this question, we performed a gen-
ome-wide screening of mRNA expression in RANKL-stimulated
osteoclast precursor cells derived from wild-type and DAP122/2

FcRg2/2 mice. Among the transcription factors and effector
molecules involved in RANKL signalling6, the induction of nuclear
factor of activated T cells c1 (NFATc1) is most strongly suppressed
in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells (Fig. 4a). We analysed the protein
expression of essential molecules for osteoclastogenesis2,4,6 includ-
ing NFATc1, c-Fos and TRAF6, and revealed that NFATc1
expression in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells stimulated with RANKL
is barely detectable, but the expression of c-Fos or TRAF6 is still
observed under the same conditions (Supplementary Fig. 4a). To

confirm the crucial role of NFATc1 as a downstream target, we
examined whether ectopic expression of NFATc1, c-Fos or TRAF6
by retrovirus-mediated gene transfer rescues the differentiation
block of osteoclasts in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells. Ectopic expression
of NFATc1, but not c-Fos or TRAF6, resulted in efficient osteoclast
formation even in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells (Fig. 4b).

RANKL-induced calcium signalling is essential for autoamplifi-
cation of the NFATc1 gene during osteoclastogenesis6, whereas
immunoglobulin-like receptors activate phospholipase Cg (PLCg)
and calcium signalling through ITAM in immune cells13,21. We
therefore examined calcium signalling in RANKL-stimulated osteo-
clast precursor cells derived from DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice. As
shown in Fig. 4c, calcium oscillation induced by RANKL is not
significantly observed in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells, which suggests
that the inhibition of this calcium signalling explains the impaired
induction of NFATc1. Furthermore, stimulation with the anti-PIR
antibody rescued the defect in calcium signalling and NFATc1
expression in DAP122/2 cells, suggesting that the stimulation of
an immunoreceptor is required for RANKL-induced activation
of the calcium signal leading to NFATc1 induction and osteoclas-
togenesis (Fig. 4c and Supplementary Fig. 4b). These findings
suggest that FcRg and DAP12 are required for the induction of
NFATc1, the crucial step in the RANKL-induced osteoclast

Figure 3 Distinct roles of FcRg- and DAP12-associating immunoreceptors in the

regulation of osteoclastogenesis. a, Complete block of in vitro osteoclastogenesis in

DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 (DKO) cells stimulated with RANKL and M-CSF. This was rescued

by pMX-DAP12, but not pMX-DAP12Y65F or pMX-FcRg. b, Severe impairment of

osteoclastogenesis in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 cells even in co-culture with osteoblasts.

Osteoclastogenesis was rescued by pMX-DAP12 or pMX- FcRg in an ITAM-dependent

manner. c, Association of FcRg with PIR-A, FcgRIII and OSCAR (upper). pOC, osteoclast

precursor cells stimulated with RANKL. For the comments on the association of FcRg with

FcgRIII, see Supplementary Fig. 3b, c. Association of DAP12 with TREM-2 and SIRPb1,

but not with NKG2D, in pOC (lower). For the positive control, DAP12 associates with

SIRPb1 and NKG2D in dendritic cells (DC) and NK cells (NK), respectively. d, Treatment of

BMMs with plate-bound monoclonal antibodies against OSCAR, PIR, TREM-2 or SIRPb1

promotes osteoclastogenesis stimulated by RANKL and M-CSF. The stimulatory effect by

antibody-mediated crosslinking is more obvious at a low concentration of RANKL

(5 ng ml21) than at a high concentration (100 ng ml21). e, Effect of plate-bound

antibodies on osteoclastogenesis from FcRg 2/2 BMMs. Anti-OSCAR and anti-PIR

antibodies have no effect on FcRg 2/2 BMMs. f, Effect of plate-bound antibodies on

osteoclastogenesis from DAP12 2/2 BMMs or DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 cells stimulated

with RANKL/M-CSF. Anti-OSCAR and anti-PIR antibodies rescued osteoclastogenesis

from DAP12 2/2BMMs, but such an effect was not observed in anti-TREM-2 or anti-

SIRPb1 antibodies. No stimulatory effect was observed on osteoclastogenesis from

DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 cells.
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differentiation programme, through activation of calcium
signalling.

To gain further insight into the mechanism linking RANKL and
ITAM-mediated calcium signalling, we analysed the phosphoryl-
ation events induced by RANKL. Our analysis revealed that RANKL
induces the phosphorylation of both FcRg and DAP12 in BMMs as
well as in RAW 264.7 cells (Fig. 4d). We further demonstrated
that RANKL-induced phosphorylation of PLCg is impaired
in DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 cells (Fig. 4e), but RANKL-induced
phosphorylation of p38, JNK and IkB is not affected (Supplemen-
tary Fig. 4c). This suggests that FcRg and DAP12 are specifically
involved in the PLCg–calcium pathway. In addition, piceatannol,
the inhibitor of Syk kinase, which is recruited to ITAM in immune
cells, has an inhibitory effect on osteoclastogenesis (Supplementary
Fig. 4d).

Our results show that the ITAM-harbouring adaptors FcRg and
DAP12 deliver essential signals, in concert with RANK-induced
signalling cascades, for terminal differentiation of osteoclasts. Our
study establishes the importance of the ITAM-mediated costimu-
latory signal in RANKL-induced osteoclast differentiation (Fig. 4f),
which is analogous to the role of costimulatory signals in the
immune system13,21. Although most of the ligands for the immuno-

receptors remain to be identified, putative ligands are provided by
distinct cell types: osteoclast precursor cells themselves stimulate
exclusively DAP12-associated receptors, but osteoblasts also stimu-
late FcRg-associated receptors. The defective osteoblast function in
DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice suggests that the osteoclast–osteoblast
communication through these receptors may couple bone resorp-
tion to formation. It remains to be elucidated whether inhibitory
receptors such as FcgRIIB and PIR-B (Supplementary Fig. 3a)
contribute to counterbalancing the ITAM signal in osteoclast
differentiation. It is notable that osteoclastogenesis is enhanced in
mice lacking phosphatases such as SHP-1 or SHIP-1, which
counterbalance the ITAM signal in the immune system23,24. The
mutations of the ITAM-harbouring adaptors and their associating
receptors are related to pathological conditions in the skeletal
system25–27, suggesting that the regulation of costimulatory signals
may provide a novel strategy for the treatment of skeletal
disorders. A

Methods
Mice and analysis of bone phenotype
DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice were generated by crossing between DAP12þ/2 FcRgþ/2males
and females obtained by mating of DAP122/2 mice in the 129/SvJ and C57BL/6 (B6)

Figure 4 ITAM-harbouring adaptors are essential for RANKL induction of calcium

signalling and NFATc1. a, GeneChip analysis of mRNA expression of transcription factors

and effector molecules involved in RANKL signalling. NFATc1 induction is most strongly

impaired in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 (DKO) cells. b, Introduction of NFATc1 by pMX

retrovirus vector (pMX-NFATc1) into the DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 precursor cells efficiently

rescued the osteoclastogenesis (with bone-resorbing activity; not shown) in the presence

of RANKL and M-CSF. c, Calcium signalling in osteoclast precursor cells stimulated with

RANKL and M-CSF for 24 h. Calcium oscillation was not observed in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/

2 or DAP12 2/2 cells. Stimulation with plate-bound anti-PIR antibody rescued the

calcium signalling in DAP12 2/2 cells, but not in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 cells. d,

Phosphorylation of FcRg and DAP12 by RANKL. Phosphorylation of FcRg and DAP12

induced by RANKL in BMMs as well as in RAW 264.7 cells. PY, phosphotyrosine. e,

Impaired phosphorylation of PLCg1 by RANKL in DAP12 2/2 FcRg 2/2 cells. f, A

schematic model of ITAM-mediated costimulatory signal in RANKL-stimulated induction

of osteoclast differentiation. Phosphorylation of ITAM stimulated by immunoreceptors and

RANKL–RANK interaction results in the recruitment of Syk family kinases, leading to the

activation of PLCg and calcium signalling, which is critical for NFATc1 induction. NFATc1

induction is also dependent on c-Fos and TRAF6, both of which are activated by RANKL.

RANKL may also contribute to efficient ITAM signalling through the induction of

immunoreceptors or their putative ligands.
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hybrid background16 with FcRg2/2 mice in B6 background20. DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice
grow normally and are fertile, without gross abnormalities. FcgRIII2/2 mice have been
described previously28. All experiments were performed with appropriate littermate
controls. Histological, histomorphometric and microradiographic examinations were
performed using essentially the same method as described previously29. Statistical analysis
was performed using the Student’s t-test (#P , 0.05, *P , 0.01, **P , 0.001). All mice
were born and kept under pathogen-free conditions.

Flow cytometry and immunoprecipitation
Complementary DNAs for FcRg, DAP12, DAP10 and RIIB–OSCAR chimaera coding for
the extracellular domain of FcgRIIB and the transmembrane and cytoplasmic portion of
OSCAR were inserted into the pIRES-puro vector (BD Biosciences). 293T cells were
transfected transiently with these vectors, harvested after 48 h, stained with PE-conjugated
anti-FcgRIIB/III antibody (2.4G2) and monitored by flow cytometry. For
immunoprecipitation, cells were lysed with digitonin buffer (1% digitonin, 13.6 mM
triethanolamine, 150 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 10 mM iodoacetamide, protease inhibitors,
pH 7.8). Cell lysates were incubated with 2.4G2 (ATCC), anti-OSCAR, anti-TREM-2
(6E9) (prepared by T. Takai), anti-PIR (6C1, a gift from H. Kubagawa), anti-NKG2D
(Santa Cruz) and anti-SIRPb1 (prepared by T. M.) antibodies and Protein A Sepharose.
The specificity of newly prepared antibodies was determined using flow cytometry, and
their agonistic effects on ITAM-mediated signalling events were confirmed.
Immunoprecipitates were separated by SDS-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (PAGE)
and immunoblotted with anti-FcRg or -DAP12 antibodies (prepared by T. Takai).

In vitro osteoclastogenesis
We have described our method of in vitro osteoclastogenesis previously17,29. Briefly, after
depleting adherent cells, non-adherent bone marrow cells were cultured in a-MEM
(Gibco BRL) with 10% FBS (Sigma) containing 10 ng ml21 M-CSF (Genzyme). After two
days, adherent cells were used as BMMs. Monocyte/macrophage progenitor cells of
DAP122/2 FcRg2/2 mice were derived from the spleen and similarly cultured with
M-CSF for 2 days. These osteoclast precursor cells were further cultured in the presence of
100 ng ml21 soluble RANKL (Peprotech) and 10 ng ml21 M-CSF to generate osteoclasts
(RANKL/M-CSF system). RANKL/M-CSF were used at these concentrations throughout
the paper unless otherwise described. To examine the in vitro osteoclastogenesis from
DAP122/2 BMMs, the contamination of stromal/osteoblastic cells should be strictly
avoided17. These culture conditions are different from those previously described16, in
which osteoclast formation was not completely blocked. The co-culture of osteoclast
precursor cells and osteoblasts derived from calvarial cells was performed in the presence
of 1028 M 1, 25 (OH)2 vitamin D3 and 1026 M dexamethasone in the absence of
recombinant RANKL and M-CSF as described previously19. Three to five days later,
TRAPþ multinucleated (more than three nuclei) cells were counted. All data are expressed
as mean ^ s.e.m. (n ¼ 6). TRAPþ MNCs were characterized by examining the bone-
resorbing activity on dentine slices as described previously6. For crosslinking experiments,
culture plates were preincubated with PBS containing 5 mg ml21 antibody at 4 8C for 24 h
before seeding precursor cells.

Retroviral gene transduction
Retroviral vectors pMX-DAP12, pMX-DAP12Y65F, pMX-FcRg and pMX- FcRgY65F
were constructed by inserting DAP12 or FcRg cDNA, and their mutant cDNAs generated
by PCR-directed mutagenesis into pMX-IRES-EGFP vector17. Other vectors such as
pMX-NFATc1, pMX-c-fos and pMX-TRAF6 have been described previously, and
packaging was performed as described elsewhere6,29. Two days after inoculation, BMMs
were cultured with RANKL and M-CSF. After four days, osteoclastogenesis was evaluated
by TRAP staining. The rescuing effect was normalized by measuring infection efficiency
assessed by GFP expression as previously described6,29.

GeneChip analysis
RNA extraction was previously described6. Total RNA (15 mg) was used for cDNA synthesis
by reverse transcription followed by synthesis of biotinated cRNA through in vitro
transcription. After cRNA fragmentation, hybridization with mouse U74Av2 or A430
GeneChip (Affymetrix) was performed and analysed according to the manufacturer’s
protocol. GeneChip analysis was repeated several times and yielded similar results; a
representative set of data is shown.

Calcium measurement
Osteoclast precursor cells were incubated with RANKL in the presence of M-CSF for 24 h
and subjected to calcium measurement as previously described6. RANKL does not induce
a calcium spike immediately in the osteoclast precursor cells, although it does so in the
mature osteoclasts6,30.

Phosphorylation of FcRg/DAP12 and PLCg

Osteoclast precursor cells or RAW 264.7 cells were stimulated by 100 ng ml21 soluble
RANKL after 6 h of serum starvation. After various time periods, cell extracts were
harvested from the cells using TNE buffer containing 10 mM Tris-HCl (pH 7.8), 150 mM
NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1% NP-40, 2 mM Na3VO4, 10 mM NaF and 10 mg ml21 aprotinin. Cell
extracts were incubated with 1 mg of anti-DAP12 or anti-FcRg antibodies for 1 h at 4 8C.
Immune complexes were recovered with Protein A Sepharose, subjected to SDS-PAGE and
blotted with anti-phosphotyrosine antibody (4G10, Upstate) or the indicated antibodies.
Activation of PLCg was detected using anti-PLCg1 and anti-phospho-PLCg1 antibodies
(Santa Cruz).
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