Greetings from the International Exchange Section, Institute of Global Affairs, Tokyo Medical

and Dental University. We look forward to your continued support in 2021.

In our first alumni newsletter of 2021, we’re happy to bring you the following three items of

news.

1. International Symposium 2020 Report

On December 4, 2020, TMDU hosted the International Symposium 2020 as a virtual event
via video conferencing.

The symposium brought together a total of 76 TMDU faculty members, postgraduate
students and alumni members from 27 countries.

Alumni members who have returned to their home countries after studying at TMDU were
given a chance to deepen their network with current students and faculty members.

Further, the event was an opportunity for dental practitioners and educators from around the
globe to meet and exchange ideas.

The 2020 International Symposium was very memorable, bringing smiles to the faces of

participants as they caught up with former supervisors and old university friends.

Please see the Alumni website link below for more details and photographs of this event:

https://www.tmd.ac.jp/english/international/alumni/events_news/International_Symposiu

m2020/symposium/symposium.html

2. TMDU Alumni Website and Newsletter First Anniversary

The Alumni website has now been up and running for a full year!

During that time, we received many messages via the “Message to TMDU Alumni” pages,
which broadcast messages from TMDU faculty members to our international alumni, and the
“Voice from Alumni” pages, where alumni members active in dental and medical
departments can post messages from across the globe.

The Alumni website has become an interesting destination rich with content, and this would
not have been possible without your cooperation. Thank you very much!

While the website is still developing, we hope to continue connecting and interacting with all
of you via the Alumni newsletter and the website.

Anyone who wants to contribute a message to “Voice from Alumni” is very welcome, and we

look forward to hearing from you.


https://www.tmd.ac.jp/english/international/alumni/events_news/International_Symposium2020/symposium/symposium.html
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The following link will take you to the Alumni website homepage.

Along with our “Message to TMDU Alumni” and “Voice from Alumni” pages, we
frequently update the “Events and News” section to bring you the latest information, so
please take a look:

https://www.tmd.ac.jp/english/international/alumni/

3. Spring in Japan (extra section)

Lastly, while this is not news from TMDU, we would like to talk about spring in Japan as a

follow up to the previous extra section on autumn.

In Japan, the first thing that comes to mind with the word “spring” is the beauty of the cherry

blossoms, or sakura.

Cherry blossoms come in many varieties distinguished by their color, the shape of their petals
and the times at which they bloom.

There are many different ways to enjoy cherry blossoms—they’re beautiful in the warmth of
the daytime, but lit up at night, they become perhaps even more magical.

Hanami, or “flower-viewing parties,” are a unique Japanese tradition that anyone who’s been
in Japan during spring may have experienced, when people gather beneath the cherry blossom
trees to eat and drink while enjoying their beauty.

The coronavirus pandemic means that we are currently avoiding outings, and we can’t view
the cherry blossoms in such a leisurely way, but we look forward to Aanamiand freely enjoying

the sakurablossoms again in the near future.

As the coronavirus pandemic fades and travel to Japan once again becomes possible, we hope

you will have the chance to enjoy the beautiful cherry blossoms that epitomize spring in Japan.


https://www.tmd.ac.jp/english/international/alumni/

We look forward to meeting you again in the next Alumni newsletter. Thank you for reading!
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