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  For example, they would say, a worker 

who is skillful, able to adapt to different 

situations, and reliable. It was interest-

ing that one of the Finnish students 

wrote her name on the paper, meaning 

to say that she’s the type of person ev-

eryone would want to work with. A 

Japanese student would never do that. I 

also went to see how medical technolo-

gists work at the hospital. I was not able 

to understand much about their work, 

but working as a member of medical 

team was a valuable experience.

  The interior of the hospital was very 

colorful and comfortable. There were 

spaces to relax in every ward. There 

were rocking chairs and pictures on the 

walls, so people enjoyed being there. 

Finnish people value individual space, 

but they love to talk to each other in this 

space.

  I also had a chance to stay with a host 

family for one weekend. The food was 

very different from Japan. There were 

many kinds of bread and cheese, all of 

which came in huge sizes. I realized 

that in Japan we are fortunate to have 

so many different types of food com-

pared to Finland.

  Staying in Finland was very exciting. 

Time moves very comfortably and the 

people were very nice. Someday, I want 

to go back there. Finally, I would like to 

thank everybody who supported me 

during my study visit to Finland. 

Written by Chikako Hayashi
3rd year student, Medical Technology

From August 8 to September 15, 2013, 

we participated in the program at Seina-

joki University of Applied Sciences 

(SeAMK) in Finland. I studied with 

other two students of medical technolo-

gy, Hayato Ikoma and Ayaka Nakamu-

ra. The purpose of my visit was to learn 

about the Finnish health care system 

and culture.

  Through this program, we studied a 

lot of things and it was a wonderful 

experience for me. During the program, 

we visited a food laboratory and clini-

cal laboratories.

  First we learned about research con-

cerning lactobacillus at a food laborato-

ry. It’s a microbe which is found in food. 

We also went to the Seinajoki Central 

Hospital. We visited the laboratories of 

five different departments --Chemistry, 

Physiological, Microbiology, Pathology 

and Neurophysiology. 

  The systems and methods used are not 

very different from Japan, but I did dis-

cover one major difference. Compared 

with Japan, there are many women 

working in hospitals and laboratories in 

Finland. This is because Finnish citi-

zens pay higher taxes to support sub-

stantial social welfare. Improving social 

welfare supports many women and 

makes it easy for them to work.

  We also stayed with Finnish families 

at the weekend. Through this homestay, 

I experienced Finnish culture and daily 

life. Furthermore I had an opportunity 

to show my hosts some aspects of Japa-

nese culture. I learned many things of 

the differences between two countries, 

which I found very interesting. Both 

Finnish and Japanese culture have their 

merits.

  Finally, thanks to the support I re-

ceived from everyone, I was able to en-

joy many good experiences. I enjoyed 

the program even though I had never 

been abroad before. I would like to ex-

press my gratitude to everybody for 

their support.

This photo depicts the Tokyo National 
School of Dentistry No.1 Hospital, in 
Yushima, circa 1930. In 1928 the Tokyo 
National School of Dentistry was es-
tablished, as affiliated with the Minis-
try of Education Dental Hospital, and 
was located in Hitotsubashi (Nishiki-
cho, Kanda ward).

This photo was taken from Hijiribashi Bridge in 1935 and 
shows the old section of Building No. 2, which was then 
the main building of Tokyo Medical and Dental University. 

Construction of the 26-story M&D Tower, the sec-
ond building devoted to Medical and Dental Scienc-
es at TMDU, was completed in 2009.

The Medical Hospital, on the left side of the photo-
graph above, saw completion of its A wing (shown) 
in 1991, and its B wing in 1996. 

The multistory park-
ing on the Yushima 
Campus was com-
pleted in December 
2013. There is a gar-
den on the rooftop 
for relaxation, with 
the university’s sym-
bol at the center in a 
floral arrangement.

In 1982, construction of 
the new wing of the 
Dental  Hospi ta l  was 
completed,  and i t  is 
seen in the photo above 
as the tall building in the 
center.

A Place of Learning
THE TOKYO NATIONAL School of Dentistry was founded on October 12, 1928, in 

Nishiki-cho, Kanda in the Hitotsubashi area, under the aegis of the Ministry of Ed-

ucation Dental Hospital. In 1930, it moved to Yushima, changing its name to the Tokyo 

National School of Dentistry No. 1 Hospital. New construction has continued ever 

since the university was founded, but it concluded with the completion of the multi-

story car park in December 2013 in the last year of President Ohyama’s tenure.
The photographic col-
lection “A Story in Pic-
tures, TMDU” can be 
downloaded at: 
http://www.tmd.ac.jp/
outline/introduction/
tenji/index.html
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