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Letter 02

How TMDU shaped my academic career

TMDU graduates are active at the forefront of their
fields in countries worldwide.
Studying abroad helped them deepen their knowledge
as healthcare professionals, benefiting both their field
and patients around the globe.

Patricia Nobrega Rodrigues Pereira

Clinical Associate Professor, Associate Dean for
Academic Affairs & Program Director of Operative
and Esthetic Dentistry, University of Florida
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From TMDU to Becoming a Public Health Leader

A journey dedicated to improving health of the most vulnerable population

Shafiqullah Hemat
Director, Department of Health Promotion,
Ministry of Public Health, Afghanistan

Dr. Hemat Director of Health Promotion,
Ministry of Public Health
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1991, I became intrigued by the research

in various research projects. I made many

Brazil to raise our children close to our

articles on dentin bonding authored by

lifelong friends, with whom I still remain

extended family and have them develop

Dr. Fusayama’s team at TMDU. This

in close contact. I defended my Ph.D.
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Hill, I was able to contribute with clinical

(UFCD) as clinical associate professors.
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and preclinical teaching and patient care

Since joining UFCD, I have been in-
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teaching. I developed and started a 3-year
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Department of Cariology and Operative

and government grants. I also hosted

master’s and certificate program in opera-

hard work, punctuality, respect and
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ing indicators;
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the deteriorated health system in our

∙ Developing a Mother and Child Health

career would depend on my academic

3-year period. Suddenly, despite being
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Handbook (MCH) which resulted in
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academician, doing patient care, helping
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Department faculty and
advanced education
students

ral path to take as we mature in academia.
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∙ Developing several policy documents.
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I attribute the path of my academic career
to my mentors, training, and life experi-

