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TMDU—Standing at the
Sacred Birthplace of Scholarship in Japan

With a history and track record of close coordination between the medical and dental fields as
the cornerstone, TMDU contributes to human health and the well-being of society by fostering
outstanding healthcare professionals with a humane and global outlook.

Tokyo Medical and Dental University was established as a
national educational institution for dentistry on October 12,
1928, and currently located in the Yushima/Shoheizaka area
of Tokyo, which is considered sacred ground for scholarship
and learning in Japan. Since then, as Japan’s only
comprehensive medical university and graduate school,
TMDU has provided advanced medical treatment through a
fusion of the medical and dental fields and worked to cultivate
“professionals with knowledge and humanity,” thereby
contributing to human health and the well-being of society.
The “knowledge” referenced here includes learning,
technology, and self-identity, while “humanity” means culture,
sensitivity, and communication ability that accepts diversity.
We believe that the fusion of these elements paves the way to
becoming a true “professional.”

TMDU comprises the Faculty of Medicine, consisting of the
School of Medicine and School of Health Care Sciences; the
Faculty of Dentistry, consisting of the School of Dentistry and
School of Oral Health Care Sciences; the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences; the Graduate School of Medical and Dental
Sciences; the Graduate School of Health Care Sciences; the
Institute of Biomaterials and Bioengineering; and the Medical
Research Institute. TMDU aims to make wide-ranging
contributions to society by training physicians, dentists,
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nurses, clinical laboratory technicians, dental hygienists, and
dental technicians, who combine a desire to heal and a
scientific outlook; working to nurture outstanding medical
practitioners and researchers and building research and
academic systems in the medical and life science fields.

Medical technology is advancing rapidly, and TMDU, home
to the oldest faculty of dentistry and the first school of health
care sciences at a Japanese national university, has always
been a pioneer in medical and dental education and research.
Building on this experience, TMDU has assembled an
outstanding faculty, unmatched facilities, and an excellent
curriculum in the medical and dental fields, in order to train
graduates who can flourish on the world stage through the
combination of a broad education, a rich sensibility, high
ethical standards, creativity and boldness to make their own
decisions, an international outlook, and leadership ability.
Having become a Designated National University Corporation
in fiscal 2022, it is incumbent on TMDU to compete with the
world’s leading universities in an international competitive
environment, and moreover, TMDU is expected to proactively
disseminate specific results of its initiatives that contribute to
social and economic development and to spearhead university

reform in Japan.
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TMDU (behind) is located in Yushima area, where the birthplace of scholarship, Shoheizaka School
(whose fence in front) was there.

The present landscape of TMDU Main Campus in Yushima area (right), Kanda-gawa River
(center), and Ochanomizu Station (left), a hub of regional transportation systems (the same
composition as the right woodblock)
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“Shoheibashi, Yushima Seido and Kanda River” (Woodblock print of Hiroshige showing
the view nearly equivalent to the photo left)

F=ItF (BHIFEOSR) ICLDHHBAN S BROKSEZBE L 1EZDRE
View of the Eastern Capital Edo — Ochanomizu (woodblock by Shotei Hokuju)
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Education at TMDU

Fostering consummate medical professionals whose human qualities—grounded in wide-
ranging education, high ethical standards, and problem-solving skills and creativity—will

qualify them to exercise leadership in the future.

TMDU has been fostering the medical professionals,
researchers, and educators that society needs as well as leaders
capable of fulfilling active roles in the upper echelons of their
professions worldwide. At TMDU, our conception of medical
education is by no means limited to imparting medical
knowledge and skills. It also includes the vital task of offering
students a wide-ranging education and the opportunity to
cultivate a rich sensibility centering on ethics and empathy,
qualities that all medical professionals require.

Our students will eventually fulfill vital and influential roles in
societies that in many ways will be quite different from the
society in which we, the faculty, spent our formative years.
The progress of information technology will accelerate,
touching virtually every sphere of human activity. Advances
in networking will open up new channels allowing people to
engage directly with one another, in real time and at low cost.
Once secure utilization of big data is ensured, we may

experience a social and economic transformation.

At TMDU, students study state-of-the-art medicine while
gaining a sound academic grounding. Nevertheless, students
must bear in mind that skills and knowledge acquired at
TMDU may become obsolete in the future. It is essential that
medical professionals continue to learn, seizing every
opportunity to hone their intellects, always striving to interact
fruitfully with society and respond effectively to change while
living life to the full.

TMDU’s ultimate objective is to be a source of talented
people who will fulfill active roles in society as leaders. To
that end, we are doing out utmost to offer education meeting
the needs of the new era.
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Treatment of a patient with severe Covid-19 at the ER-ICU ward.
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Autologous intestinal epithelial organoid transplantation surgery

Research at TMDU

I Contribute to “today’s medicine” and create “tomorrow’s medicine”!

As you know, TMDU was one of the first universities to take
up the challenge of combating the COVID-19 pandemic. We
take pride in our contribution to the safety and security of
people in Japan, and these endeavors have been recognized by
society at large. Thus, we have been contributing to “today’s
medicine.” On the other hand, the fruits of our research based
on the experience of dealing with COVID-19 have been
sparse, and thus our contribution to “tomorrow’s medicine” is
not yet commensurate with our ambitions. One of the lessons
learned from the COVID-19 pandemic is that the domain of
the medical and dental sciences has inherent limitations and it
is necessary to cast our net wider to include such academic
disciplines as informatics, engineering, and sociology.
Mindful of this, we began discussions with Tokyo Institute of
Technology, which is conducting cutting-edge research in
science and engineering, and on October 14, 2022, it was
announced that an agreement had been reached to integrate
the two universities.

As mentioned in TMDU President Tanaka’s message on April
3, 2023 (https://www.tmd.ac.jp/English/outline/office of
the president/20230403 1/),fiscal 2023 is a period for
preparing for the integration with Tokyo Tech in 2024.
Japanese universities tend to be more insular and hierarchical
than their Western counterparts, which hinders their ability to

invent and innovate by bringing people’s capabilities into full
play. The integration of TMDU and Tokyo Tech is an excellent
opportunity to break free from this impasse affecting Japanese
universities and to create a new university conducive to the
passionate pursuit of ambitious goals. Therefore, we have set
three core values for the new university:

+ Convergence science;

+ Ever-evolving university;

+ Free and flat culture.

To facilitate invention and innovation, a commitment to
convergence science is essential, involving the deep
integration of knowledge, techniques and expertise from
multiple fields. For this end, the research portfolio should be
continuously updated with an eye to future issues. In other
words, the university must embrace continual change as an
essential ingredient of success. As a foundation for the pursuit
of convergence science in an ever-evolving university, a free
and flat culture is indispensable where everyone can discuss
issues on an equal footing and the best ideas are adopted
regardless of who proposes them.

In accordance with these three core values, we will continue
contributing to “today’s medicine” while, at the same time,
aiming to be a university that contributes to society by
addressing “tomorrow’s medicine” by resolving issues.
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Clinical Activity at TMDU

I Bringing “Total Healthcare” to the world through superior technology combining the fruits of

research and sophisticated knowledge

In today’s rapidly aging society, medical care is expected to
contribute to the health and well-being of every individual so
that each person can feel that “my life was a full one to the
very end.” Rather than merely focusing on the symptoms and
identifying the disease, what is called for is “comprehensive
patient care” that tailors treatment to the individual patient by
considering each case from multiple perspectives, including
the social, economic, and psychological ones. With a view to
achieving “comprehensive patient care,” TMDU’s Medical
Hospital and Dental Hospital were integrated on October 1,
2021 and made a fresh start as Tokyo Medical and Dental
University Hospital.

Based on its vision, “Cultivating Professionals with
Knowledge and Humanity, thereby Contributing to People’s
Well-being,” TMDU nurtures professionals equipped with
sophisticated knowledge and outstanding technique who
perceive human pain and distress, are caring, and fully
appreciate the primacy of ethical considerations, and, on that
basis, TMDU practices comprehensive patient care.

As indicated by the number of severely ill COVID-19 patients
we accepted, which was one of the highest among hospitals in
Tokyo, TMDU Hospital emphasized the response to the
COVID-19 pandemic and as a “disaster base hospital” is
positioned as a key responder in the event of a calamity. In
addition to the establishment of the Department of Infectious
Diseases in October 2021, the Functional Enhancement
Building (Building C), equipped with a seismic isolation
structure, will start operation in October 2023. Located on
Sotobori Dori Street, the Functional Enhancement Building

will be equipped with an emergency room (ER), an intensive
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care unit (ICU), and operating theaters. Thus, the
infrastructure enabling TMDU Hospital to offer the world’s
highest standard of Total Healthcare is being put in place.

As a comprehensive medical university and graduate school,
TMDU pursues an educational philosophy with three aims:
“To provide students with a broad education and a rich
sensibility;” “to educate creative people capable of diagnosing
and solving problems independently;” and “to train medical
professionals with a rich international quality.” TMDU trains
physicians, dentists, and co-medical personnel to meet the
needs of society, and counts among its graduates many
researchers, medical professionals, and leaders who possess
the knowledge, technique, learning, and sensitivity needed to
work at the forefront on the world stage, as well as an
international awareness and the ability to compete
internationally. This accounts for the high regard in which
TMDU is held both in Japan and internationally, and
moreover, is exemplified by the fact that our hospital has been
ranked number one in number of applicants among clinical
training hospitals for medical doctors in Japan numerous
times. In addition, the combined number of new medical and
dental patients at TMDU Hospital is the highest among
hospitals affiliated with national universities in Japan. As
these examples indicate, the clinical activity at TMDU is held
in the highest regard by patients, medical and dental interns
who will become the next generation of healthcare
professionals, and physicians and dentists throughout Japan
who are in the vanguard of patient care.

TMDU also provides its students with opportunities to pursue
research and clinical practice at the foremost medical and
dental schools overseas. Furthermore, TMDU is working to
build a medical and dental education model that exceeds the
international standard, making use of collaborative exchange
programs with faculties overseas (in Chile, Ghana, Thailand,
etc.), while contributing to the enhancement of medical and
dental education in Japan.
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