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Orofacial Development and Function
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2. Purpose of Education
　Pediatric dentistry is a subject of clinical dentistry that deal with education and research of not only developmental oral 
health sciences but also prevention and treatment methods of the diseases which disturb oro-facial growth and 
development of children. The main objective of pediatric dentistry in this graduate course is to provide students an 
opportunity to study the theory and the method for the guidance of the oro-facial growth and development and for the 
diagnosis, prevention and treatment of diseases and malfunctions which disturb the oro-facial growth and development 
during the period of childhood.
　Oral pediatrics is a subject of clinical dentistry that deal with education and research of not only  maintenance and 
promotion of the oral health for growing children but also prevention and treatment methods of diseases and malfunctions 
which disturb oral health of growing children. The main objective of oral pediatrics in this graduate course is to provide 
students an opportunity to understand that a child is a living body with mental, physical, and physiological characteristics 
which are different from those of adults and to study the pathogenesis, prevention, and treatment of the particular oral 
diseases in childhood. Students are also taught the theory and the method of ongoing health care that is necessary for 
maintaining and promoting oral health from infant to adult. In addition, they are taught the clinical significance and 
importance of the behavioral management of child patients and the necessity and importance of understanding and 
cooperation of the parents to it.
　
3. Research Subjects
1) Physiological and biological studies on the stomatognathic function of children
2) Studies on the development and developmental disturbance of the teeth
3) Studies on the growth and development of the maxillofacial cranium and the dentition
4) Development of the new materials for endodontic treatment of deciduous and immature permanent teeth
5) Basic research on clinical pediatric dentistry

4. Clinical Services
　The pediatric dentistry clinic in the department of oro-facial development and function provides the comprehensive 
dental treatment for a child while growing. The examination, diagnosis, and treatment of the oral diseases and the oral 
abnormalities are performed in the clinic. In addition, health guidance, preventive measures, and the long-term oral health 
management by the periodical checking system are carried out, in order to keep and promote oral health from infant to 
adult.
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