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1.  Staffs and student (April, 2009)
Professor Masaki Yanagishita
Associate Professor Miki Yokoyama
Junior Associate Professor Yasuhiro Kumei
Assistant Professor Katarzyna Anna Podyma-Inoue
Research Assistant Professor, Global Center of Excellence Program
 Hiroyuki Nakamura
Technical staff Kazue Terasawa
Graduate student Hiroko Yamanokuchi

2.  Purpose of education
　Extracellular matrix is a critical constituent of multicellular organisms by functioning as scaffold for body structures and 
providing internal environment for cell activities.  Our section focuses on the research and education on molecular 
composition, biological functions and pathological processes involving extracellular matrices. 

3.  Research subjects
a. Studies on the biological functions of heparan sulfate proteoglycans
b. Roles of sphingolipid metabolism on cell death progression
c. Localization of transmembrane proteins on the plasma membrane
d. Sensing and response mechanisms of cells toward gravity

4.  No clinical services
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