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MODIFYING ENZYMES FOR TREATMENT

Current Research in Japan Focuses on Sandhoff and Tay-Sachs Diseases
Dr. Keisuke Kitakaze from the University of Tokushima in Japan
presented research focusing on modifying the Hex B enzyme

deficient in Sandhoff disease to help it resist the protease that

normally functions to break down proteins after they have fulfilled

their role. This research studied several Hex B modifications

which were directly injected into the brain of mice with Sandhoff
disease. This is still early research looking at novel methods of
delivering enzyme replacement therapy into the brain in rare

diseases, and in this case, focusing on Tay-Sachs and Sandhoff diseases.



