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Summary: Dr. Mak's research interests center on immune cell 

recognition/regulation, molecular mechanisms underlying the survival and death of 

normal or malignant cells, as well as the role of inflammation in the progression of 

autoimmune disease and cancer. He is best known as the lead scientist of the group 

that first cloned the genes of the human T cell antigen receptor, a discovery that 

provided essential insights into the molecular basis of cellular immunity. In addition, 

Dr. Mak has devoted a large portion of his research to investigating the 

pathogenesis of cancer. In particular, he is interested in mechanisms of metabolic 

transformation in order to identify potential targets for novel cancer therapeutics.  
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