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To the Future from the 60th Anniversary of IBB

Celebrating the Anniversary of TMDU,s Foundation and the 2nd Homecoming Day

THE INSTITUTE OF Biomaterials and Bioengineering (IBB) 
of TMDU celebrated its 60th anniversary on April 1, 2011.

Regarding this event, I should first express my gratitude and 
respect to the retired IBB faculty and staff because of their 
great contribution to the development of our present institu-
tion. I keenly feel the significance of the 60-year history of 
IBB because the present state of our institution was made pos-
sible only due to the efforts and achievements of our prede-
cessors. Therefore, I have a deep understanding of our respon-
sibility in ensuring the future health of IBB through our 
current and future work.

The IBB currently contributes to diverse academic fields 
such as biofunctional molecules, biomaterials and biosystems 
via its position as a center of excellence of biomaterials and 
bioengineering. In fact, many IBB discoveries have been com-
mercialized since the Institute of Dental Materials Research 
was established in 1951 and, after two reorganizations, be-
came the IBB as currently constituted. From another perspec-
tive, the fields of research promoted at IBB are expanding rap-
idly as the significance of science, engineering, and 
pharmacology relating to medicine and life science in the de-
cade has grown by leaps and bounds.

To be sure, artificial materials still have serious problems of 
biocompatibility and biofunction that must be solved with 
consideration of the various influences such materials have on 
the entire body. In medicine and life science, advanced abili-
ties in diagnosis and sensing are areas that need immediate at-
tention; the creation of new academic fields of medicine on 
the basis of micro devices is urgently required. The state of 
the art in these areas will move forward with the formation of 
a platform of micro devices for individuals, cells, and compo-

AS A PART of our effort to improve our brand strength and 
nurture our love for our university, we celebrated the anniver-
sary of the foundation of our school on October 12 and held our 
2nd Homecoming Day on October 16, 2011. In conjunction with 
our anniversary, we called for the students and school staff to 
clean up the campus for “My Campus Project”. In addition, 
for the “Healing Green Project”, President Takashi Ohyama 
planted plum and mountain cherry trees. In the afternoon, 18 
staff members were awarded for their continuous service. 

At the 2nd Homecoming Day celebration, a campus tour 
was held, featuring the new library in M&D Tower and the 
26th floor Faculty Lounge. After the tour, Ikuo Kameyama, the 
President of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, lectured on 
“The Power of Literature --- Dostoyevsky” at the Memorial 

nents and the development of a more sophisticated understand-
ing of causes and effects and the general biosystem. In addi-
tion, it is necessary to put much effort into frontier research 
fields that encompass regenerative medicine and nanotechnolo-
gy, and which include the research and development of materi-
als and devices in liaison with life science researchers.

As described above, the recent progress made in biomateri-
als and bioengineering is remarkable. Therefore, the present 
structure of the institute is unfortunately not always appropri-
ate to meet the rapidly changing and diverse demands from so-
ciety, the academic world, and medical clinics.

In response to the new research environment and the needs 
of IBB stakeholders described above, the IBB will, effective 
April 2012, undergo its third reconstruction. The purpose of 
this reorganization is the optimal utilization and commercial-
ization of materials and devices that contribute to medicine and 
dentistry and the promotion of medical and dental sciences 
through collaborations with medical and dental schools.

Our final goal is to 
maintain the IBB’s con-
tinuous contributions to 
society so that, in 40 
years, a further evolved 
IBB can look back with 
pride on its 100th anni-
versary and look toward 
its next century of ser-
vice.

Lecture Hall of Akio Suzuki. The lecture was followed by a 
ceremony at which four professors were given the “Best Teach-
er Award” as a part of the “Doubling the Can-Do Spirit Proj-
ect”.  After the award presentation, a convivial party was held 
at the Faculty Lounge with President Ohyama, professors 
emeritus, and alumni who were celebrating the 50th anniversa-
ry of the 17th graduating class of the Faculty of Dentistry.

Participants at the Faculty Lounge.

The front cover of the book 
published to commemorate the 
60th Anniversary of the IBB.

Awardees at the award ceremony.
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WE ARE PLEASED to bring you the TMDU Annual News, Vol. 4, updating 
TMDU’s international activities and campus events during the school year 2011.
President Takashi Ohyama gave a New Year’s message on January 4, 2012 in 
which he highlighted goals and plans for the school year 2012 on the topics of 1) 
Operational subsidy and budget for facility improvements, 2) Integrative educa-
tion of medicine and dentistry, 3) Review of the research organization and pro-
motion of large-scale research projects, 4) Administrative operation policy of the 
university hospitals, and 5) Promotion of international exchanges/contributions. 
Following the president’s new-year’s message, this issue covered the efforts and 
contributions of the TMDU’s dental and medical teams in supporting recovery 
of the Tohoku area, which was hit by the massive earthquake of March 11, 2011. 
The activities in the TMDU’s international collaboration centers in Ghana, Chile 
and Thailand continued making further progress by more intensive collaboration 
and exchange for research promotion and development of human resources in 
Ghana, by transferring Japanese knowledge and techniques to doctors in Chile 
and the greater Latin American region, and by new video conference systems es-
tablished with Thailand. 
The International Summer Program (ISP) 2011 was successfully held during Au-
gust 28 through 31, 2011. The symposium focused on Organ/Tissue Develop-
ment and Degeneration: Fundamentals and Clinical Applications. 
TMDU alumni living in Thailand, the Republic of Indonesia, Uruguay, Spain, 
America, and the UK sent letters describing their activities, while TMDU stu-
dents who were dispatched to countries such as Chile, Ghana, Thailand, the UK, 
America, Finland, and Australia reported their exciting experiences overseas.
The press releases reported Professor Emi Nishimura’s research on “Hair Folli-
cle Stem Cells Provide a Functional Niche for Melanocyte Stem Cells”. Profes-
sor Noboru Mizushima’s research on “Autophagy Suppresses Spontaneous Tu-
mor Formation” and Professor Setsuo Takatani’s research on “A Single-Use, 
Centrifugal Type Assist Heart with Excellent Durability and Biocompatibility”.
As campus information, we introduced the 60th anniversary of the Institute of 
Biomaterials and Bioengineering and the 2nd Homecoming Day, celebrating the 
anniversary of TMDU’s foundation.
As the above activities demonstrate, TMDU is continually striving to improve 
health care around the world by “Cultivating Professionals with Knowledge 
and Humanity”.

THE EDITORIAL OFFICE expresses many thanks to those who took special 
time in preparing articles for this issue. If you have any suggestions and news to 
be included in the future issues of TMDU Annual News, please feel free to con-
tact the Public Relations office by e-mail (kouhou.adm@tmd.ac.jp) .

Takao Hanawa, PhD
Director, Institute of Biomaterials and Bioengineering, TMDU




