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2. Education Principles

We believe that the central role of clinical departments in the graduate school is to establish basis for the innovative
medicine / medical treatment in the next generation. Basic research lead by clinical concepts, and development of novel
therapeutics established upon basic research are both critically required to achieve our mission. Therefore, our primary
goal is set to train highly educated and experienced clinician-researchers in the field of gastroenterology and hepatology.

In the clinical area, we pursue development and application of highly advanced technologies, including novel endoscopic
procedures, for sophisticated diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal and liver diseases. In basic research, our principle
is to achieve 'clinical science’, a research evoked from various clinical problems, and also directed to launch innovative
therapeutic procedures to the daily clinical practice. Based on these principals, we are running research projects to 1)
develop novel therapy for refractory inflammatory bowel diseases, 2) prevent progression of liver failure in chronic
hepatitis patients and 3) improve anti-cancer therapy for the treatment of gastrointestinal malignancies, by expanding our
distinct basic research findings in the area of mucosal immunology, liver immunology, regenerative medicine and virology,
to various clinical settings.

Moreover, we promote both intra- and inter-national exchanges of researchers, and provide good opportunities to study
abroad. The final goal of our education is to promote students to become a well-developed clinician-researcher, and also a
leading expert in the field of gastroenterology and hepatology.

3. Basic Research Projects

- Elucidating the pathophysiology of inflammatory bowel diseases and development of treatment by disease-specific
immue-regulation.
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- Development of novel therapeutics for inflammatory and allergic diseases based on gut-specific mucosal immune

regulation.

- Basic research and clinical application of regenerative medicine in gastrointestinal diseases.

- Analysis of interferon-resistant hepatitis C virus.

- Comprehensive analysis of susceptibility genes for various gastrointestinal diseases.

4. Expert Areas in Clinical Practice
- Immune-regulation based treatment of inflammatory bowel diseases.

- Prevention of chronic hepatitis progression to hepatocellular cancer and liver failure, by virology-based treatment

strategy.

- Clinical trial of innovative treatment for hepatocellular cancer.

- Diagnosis and treatment of small intestinal diseases by double-balloon enteroscopy.

- Advanced diagnosis and treatment of colonic diseases by colonoscopy.

- Development of minimally-invasive diagnostic modalities for gastrointestinal diseases (i.e. MR enteroclysis).

- Improved chemotherapy for gastric and pancreatic malignancies.
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