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2. Purpose of Education
　We have provided medical students and graduates with the opportunity to obtain the ability to identify important 
clinical problems and to solve them by clinical reasoning through their active participation into the diagnosis and 
management of various rheumatic diseases.

3. Research Subjects
　Following studies have been extensively carried out in our laboratory with various biochemical, immunological, 
molecular biological and statistical techniques:   
1)	Development of new therapeutics for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis using cell cycle regulators.
2)	Investigation of mechanism and development of new therapeutics for the treatment of polymyositis.
3)	The pathological role of chemokines/chemokine receptors in autoimmune diseases, including rheumatoid arthritis and 
polymyositis, for understanding their mechanisms and development of new therapeutics.

4)	Investigation of role of BAFF/BLyS and Toll-like receptor in SLE. 
5)	Establishment of evidence-based treatment of rheumatic diseases by implementing several cohort studies.
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4. Clinical Services
　We have provided care to a large number of patients with diverse rheumatic diseases with 25,687 clinic visits and 267 
hospital admissions in 2010. We have aimed to practice evidence-based medicine and to provide care that is in accordance 
with the global standard. We have contributed to the development of potential new drugs and treatments through 
participation into industry- as well as investigator-initiated clinical trials for chemical and biological agents. We have also 
contributed to the refinement of the care of rheumatoid arthritis patients through the conduct of various 
pharmacovigilance studies.
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