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Round-table Talk with Students

The International Student Center (ISC) held a
Round-table talk with the ISC Professors and
five foreign students in the Center lounge on
June 21, 2001.

The participants were :

Prof. Sayoko Yamashita, Ed. D. (Japanese Edu-

cation)

Prof. Akiko Tsugawa, D. M. S. (Advising and
Counseling)

Ji Nan [China], Research student, Allied Health
Sciences

Milena Apostolova Angelova [Burgaria], 1st
year GS, Anesthesiology and Critical
Care

Moses Atanda Akanmu [Nigeria), 2nd year GS,
Neuroscience systems, Biocybernetics

Teerasak Damrongrungruang [Thailand], 2nd
year GS, Masticatory Function Control,
Masticatory Function Rehabilitation

Sherif Awad Shoukry [Egypt], 4th year GS,

Dermatology and Immunodermatology

The following were the topics of the talk :

-- Why did you choose TMDU?

-- Students’ research topics

-- Differences between TMDU and students’
home institutions

- - Likes and Dislikes about Japan

-- The Japanese Language

-- What Students want from the Japanese pro-
gram?

-- Messages from the Faculty

Professor Yamashita began with an introduc-
tion of the TMDU Ryugakusei Center. The
Center began its first program last April as the

thirty-second center for international students

founded by the Japanese government. At
present, about one-third of the international
student body (208 students from 39 nations and
one region) are studying Japanese Language
and culture at the Center. Last year, the first
year since its inception, the Center also pro-
vided students with a variety of activities and

events.

At first, TMDU students were asked why they
chose TMDU. The student from the Thailand
chose because it has a sister relationship with
their home university and therefore there are
many ‘senpai’ (senior students) here. The stu-
dents from Bulgaria and Egypt said that al-
though they couldn’'t study medicine in their
home country the way they like, it is possible in
Japan with scholarships from the Japanese gov-

ernment.

The students were then asked about what they
are doing at TMDU now and the differences
they feel between TMDU and their home insti-
tutions. They each briefly described the re-
search they are working on. Regarding the
differences, all students pointed out that
TMDU has comprehensive facilities for ad-
vanced research and studies of medicine/den-
tistry. Many also addressed the differences
between the internship system in TMDU and

within their home institutions.

When asked what they liked and disliked in Ja-
pan, the students’ replies and opinions ranged
from culture, public manners and so on, to indi-
vidual preferences. Particularly interesting

was their dislike of the Japanese habit of smok-



ing while walking on the street, and their sur-
prise at the Japanese inconsideration towards
pregnant women in the train. Overall, as Pro-
fessor Tsugawa pointed out, it seems that
many foreign students feel that the longer you
stay in Japan, the more you become dissatisfied
with being here. This is quite opposite to the

experiences of foreign students in the U.S.

About the study of the Japanese language, all
thought that learning Japanese was very im-
portant for living and conducting their re-
search in this country. Before coming to Ja-
pan, they were told by the staff of the Japanese
embassy that even though they didn’t know
Japanese, there’s no problem living here as
long as they spoke English. However, this
turned out not to be true when they came here.
“You need to use Japanese everywhere from
banks, post offices and so on,” said one student,
“And it came home to me that studying Japa-
nese is important for both daily life and re-
search”. Another said that studying Japanese

everyday at the Center helps a lot.

Finally, the students were asked what they
wanted from the Ryugakusei Center program.
Overall, their needs came down to one point :
they need contacts and communications with
Japanese people : they wanted to have a place

Please visit the International
Student
homepage at

Centers bilingual

http : //www.tmd.ac.jp/isc

where they can make friends with Japanese
students both on and off campus. For exam-
ple, they want to have a trip with Japanese stu-
dents, sport events, home-visits, and so forth.

In reply to this, Professor Tsugawa told them
that the Center is planning home-visit events
and joint activities with Japanese students and

people in the vicinity.

In concluding the talk, Professor Yamashita
and Professor Tsugawa said the following :
Professor Yamashita : I will take every effort to
make the Ryugakusei Center program rich and
substantial in content and easily accessible for
foreign students. I understand that they re-
ally need communication with Japanese stu-
dents and that they also want Japanese friends.
I would like to ask for cooperation from the
staff of TMDU and people from outside to sup-
port our foreign students.

Professor Tsugawa: I also understand that all
foreign students here in Japan need to commu-
nicate with Japanese people and that our for-
eign students at TMDU are no exception. So,
I would like both the staff and Japanese stu-
dents at TMDU to say hello to foreign students
on campus whenever they can. I know that
our job at the Center is very important to inter-
nationalize TMDU.
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