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ANiER — B AHHERARFE I Dr. Samuel Kweku Dadzie, Research Fellow of Parasitology

The NMIMR/TMDU/MEXT Project remains strong. As
part of the collaboration, I, a research scientist in the
Parasitology Department of the NMIMR, visited Japan
in January 2012. The aim of the visit was to attend the
Asian-African Research Forum conference and also
visit some research institutions and facilities in Japan.
The conference was held at the International

Conference Centre in Kobe, Japan from the 11th -12th of

January 2012 and I made a presentation on the
‘Bio-efficacy, user perception and acceptability of some KEESAFFEEIC T i P9 Dadziefd 1
selected pyrethoid-based mosquito coils in controlling An. gambiae s.1., a malaria vector in some parts
of the Greater Accra region of Ghana’. I also spent three days (14t-17th ) in the laboratory of Prof.
Hiroyuki Matsuoka at the Jichi Medical University to discuss future collaborative work and also learn
micro-injection technique for the development of transgenic mosquitoes.

The rest of period (18th-20th ) was spent at the Medical Entomology Department of the National
Institute for Infectious Diseases (NIID) in Tokyo to discuss research collaboration with the researchers
there. I returned to Ghana on the 21t of January 2012. I am grateful to TMDU and Prof. Nobuo Ohta



for sponsoring the trip and for hosting me.
This was my first trip to Japan and all the places I visited during my visit left me with many good
memories of Japan. The Japanese people are very good and friendly and the cultural experience in

Japan was interesting and has enriched my life in many ways.
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ANWiER— B AFHERRARFE I Mr. Amoah Yaw Owusu, Research Assistant of Virology

I was in Japan for the first time in January this year. I attended the
Asian-African Research Forum on Emerging and Re-emerging
Infections which was held at the International Conference Center in
Kobe. I was quite nervous since it was my first time and I had to make a
poster and an oral presentation, but all Kobe was fun. Then I visited the

Research Institute for Microbial Diseases, Osaka University, where I

was enlightened on the operation of the second generation sequencer
and how they stored their sequence data. While in Osaka, I went to
Kyoto to join a half-day bus tour. I visited the Kiyomizudera and
Kinkaku-ji temples in Kyoto. Finally I was in the beautiful but very cold
city, Tokyo for four days. In Tokyo, I spent some time in the laboratory of
‘ Molecular Virology of Tokyo Medical and Dental University to

experience the Japanese research environment. I also visited Akihabara

in Tokyo.

Though Japanese did not look friendly in the elevators and outside, they were really friendly and
helpful in the labs and shops. They also showed a high sense of decorum and discipline. Generally I had
a great time in Japan and would definitely visit again in future in spite of the language barrier and cold

winter. My favorite food in Japan was a bowl of rice with sliced beef, Gyu-don.
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